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Witness for the defense

Judge Bruce, others call for public defender's office for Berrien County
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ST. JOSEPH - Judge Gary Bruce and other officials are recommending that Berrien County establish a public defender's office to
provide better legal representation for indigent clients.
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"It's important for everyone, regardless of income, race, age or gender, to have quality legal representation,” Bruce, presiding judge in the
criminal division, told county commissioners Thursday. "This is what our constitution promises and what separates us from other countries.”
Multif

Berrien and other counties in Michigan aren't doing a good job of keeping that promise, Bruce charged.

He cited a 2012 study that showed Michigan ranked 44th among states in per capita spending for indigent defense, 38 percent below the
national average.

"This statistic came as a surprise to me, and it's one that I'm not proud of as a lifelong Michigan resident," Bruce said. "We can and should do
better."

In 2015, Berrien County budgeted $1.2 million for indigent defense, less that half of the $2.6 million budgeted for the prosecutor's office,
Bruce said.

Prosecutor Michael Sepic estimated that 80 to 85 percent of the defendants in cases handled by his office can'tafford their own attorneys. 269-428-2221

Click Here

Berrien County contracts with five firms that provide 22 attorneys available to defend people who cannot afford an attorney.

With all of these attorneys in different locations, there is no oversight or management of caseloads and other standards, Bruce said.
Submit Your News!
Often, they are conferring with their clients in crowded court house hallways or other places with other people around, he said.
We're always

Jonathan Sacks, executive director of the Michigan Indigent Defense Commission, agreed that Michigan's counties offer an "uncoordinated, interested in
patchwork quilt" of public defense systems that provide no data to show if legal defense is adequate or whether tax dollars are being spent hearing about
effectively. .

news in our

Improving legal defense for poor residents can reduce wrongful convictions, Sacks said. It also can cut back on the number of plea bargains, community. Let us

putting more people on probation and fewer in jail, saving money, he said. know what's going on!

Bruce said that the justice system has "come to the realization that a guilty plea followed by incarceration doesn't address today's needs and
simply creates a revolving door for the disenfranchised."

There are different ways to provide legal defense, with the contract model being the least favored, and the public defender model being the

"gold standard," said Sacks, a former public defender in Philadelphia.
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Ongoing debate July 2015
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Improving legal defense for the indigent is not a new discussion, and the most recent recommended reforms came about, in part, due to a 4

civil rights suit filed in 2007 by the American Civil Liberties Union.
14 16 17 (18

The suit, filed in Ingham County, alleged that indigent defendants in criminal cases in Berrien, Genesee and Muskegon counties did not 19][20[21]|22]] 23][24]] 25

receive constitutionally adequate counsel from their court-appointed lawyers.

today's events
A 2008 report, "A Race to the Bottom," showed Michigan spent $7.35 per capita on defending the indigent, compared to the national average
of $11.86
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Another study at the time showed that six defense attorneys contracted by Berrien County handled almost 750 cases each in 2004, and one
handled more than 1,000. The study by the National Advisory Commission on Criminal Justice Standards and Goals said a full-time indigent Featured Events
defense lawyer in one year can capably handle no more than 150 felony cases, 400 misdemeanors or 200 juvenile delinquency cases.

Pastor & Wife 25th
In response to these criticisms, Berrien County made changes in the attorney contracts approved in 2010. These included requiring an Anniversary
attorney to follow through on cases from start to finish; to provide private meetings with clients; and setting a maximum of 30 felony cases a

Thu, Jul 09, 12:00 am EDT
year.

St. Matthews MBC,
Benton Harbor

The state of Michigan also responded by creating the Indigent Defense Commission, responsible for setting minimum standards, collecting
data on indigent defense, working with counties to meet those standards, and awarding grants to encourage compliance.

Beckwith Theatre
Muskegon County was the first to start a public defender's office, launching itin 2014. company presents
) - ) ) o Agatha Christie's
Judge Bruce, Chief Judge Thomas Nelson and court administrator Brian Ray spent a day in Muskegon County earlier this year to see the "Murder at the
program in operation. Vicarage"

Fri, Jul 10, 7:30 pm EDT

Beckwith Theatre
Company, Dowagiac

Muskegon handles about the same number of cases as Berrien County, Bruce said, but their budget for the public defender's office is only
$175,000 more than what Berrien is spending on indigent defense.

Sacks said the proposal on the table in Lansing is for the state to pay for the additional costs of a public defender's office, based on what a

county spent during the previous three years for indigent defense. -
ty sp gihep y g Conversation on

Sacks and Bruce each said that Berrien County can get ahead of the curve of reforms mandated by Michigan by acting soon on this Poverty

proposal. Femwood Botanical
Garden, Niles

The county's current contracts with defense attorneys expire at the end of the year.

Skepticism & support

During the discussion, County Commissioner Mac Elliott noted that about one-third of the cost for the prosecutor's office and its 37 staff

members, including 19 attorneys, is for fringe benefits.

Adding the costs of benefits to the budget for indigent defense would bring the two expenditures more in line with each other for

comparison's sake, he said.

During the debate in 2010 about a state-operated public defender's system, Elliott, then Berrien County's corporate counsel, argued that

such as system would add to the bureaucracy and actually take money away from indigent defense.

At Thursday's meeting, Elliott again cautioned that this proposal could significantly increase overhead for the county.

After the meeting, Commissioner Marletta Seats said she was "100 percent" behind the proposal.

She said she also has visited Muskegon County and saw that the system is working and that clients have no complaints.

Board of Commissioners Chairman Jon Hinkelman said he will wait for direction from the board before proceeding with discussions on the

proposal.

Contact: jmatuszak@TheHP.com, 932-0360, Twitter: @HPMatuszak Stocks

Enter symbol |Get Quote

Symbol lookup

Share Print NYSE, NASD, 'SER
10.0
Posted in Local on Friday, July 17, 2015 6:00 am. L]
0.8 "L
w7
More From This Site From Around The Web 196 LLLLLLLLLLLLY
= Silver Beach upper deck ready to go = Here's Why You Should Stop 'Googling’' Names For Info

2 Ticker Techoazrn ki 17, 2015
(BeenVerified.com)

= Aniron will
= Woman Dies After Nurse Refuses to Do CPR (AARP) Nyse ETF 109.72
4 021 #0.12%

Nasd_ETFs 528.00

= Suspect identified in BH homicide

= DNA Testing Sol Myst: fY Girl Who Di d
= Stemming the tide of bad beach behavior esting Solves Nystery of Young Gir © Disappeare

on Titanic (Ancestry) + 363 #007%
» Benton Harbor child loses hand in firework blast = You'll Never Believe These 6 Facts About Bonnie and Clyde 5%1—)')'(518—‘;5 2119.56
(Ancestry) Index
+ +

http://www .heraldpalladium.com/news/local/witness-for-the-defense/article_7e0Oeaebf-7fe5-58ea-8c42-d8cccf1ce070.html


http://www.beenverified.com/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=content&utm_campaign=Outbrain_BV_PRNA_001&utm_term=TITAN113&utm_content=1951572
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local/suspect-identified-in-bh-homicide/article_1f45a47f-c115-5f68-9c5a-0abccb006c73.html
javascript:CT_hmc(1);
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local/stemming-the-tide-of-bad-beach-behavior/article_96132a9b-40cf-5b3c-8f75-d93fe539a2e5.html
javascript:CT_hmc(2);
http://financial.townnews.com/detailed/?a=detailed&ticker=$ONEQ
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/calendar/conversation-on-poverty/event_8d1bd694-1b35-11e5-900e-8f33805eddc2.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/calendar/search/?advancedFormState=off&&s=start_time&sd=asc&l=10&d=07/17/2015
http://financial.townnews.com/detailed/?a=detailed&ticker=$NYC
http://financial.townnews.com/detailed/?a=detailed&ticker=$SPXX
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/calendar/beckwith-theatre-company-presents-agatha-christie-s-murder-at-the/event_82de7eba-1b4a-11e5-ac3c-4322891c9bbe.html
http://blog.aarp.org/2013/03/04/woman-dies-after-nurse-refuses-to-do-cpr/?cmp=BAC-OUTBRAIN-TOP-DSO_36567988_Woman-Dies-After-Nurse-Refuses-to-Do-CPR_1951572
https://heraldpalladium-dot-com.bloxcms.com/users/admin/calendar/event/?referer_url=/news/local/witness-for-the-defense/article_7e0eae6f-7fe5-58ea-8c42-d8cccf1ce070.html
mailto:jmatuszak@TheHP.com
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/calendar
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local/silver-beach-upper-deck-ready-to-go/article_bc275a46-5357-5652-b057-205cbbf3fb3c.html
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local/witness-for-the-defense/article_7e0eae6f-7fe5-58ea-8c42-d8cccf1ce070.html#user-comment-area
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/calendar/search/?fl=featured&s=start_time&sd=asc&l=10&d1=07/17/2015
http://www.ancestry.com/s56053/t28223/rd.ashx
http://financial.townnews.com/detailed/?a=lookup
http://www.ancestry.com/s59263/t29706/rd.ashx
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local/witness-for-the-defense/article_7e0eae6f-7fe5-58ea-8c42-d8cccf1ce070.html?mode=print
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local/benton-harbor-child-loses-hand-in-firework-blast/article_41b24404-55fb-5802-b3bf-536ca5518b85.html
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local
javascript:CT_chartLink()
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local/an-iron-will/article_ddf94f58-c41c-5101-a504-3ff6a5d69ffd.html
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/calendar/pastor-wife-th-anniversary/event_5b2ed296-25ba-11e5-ad46-3beb30f2a1c1.html
javascript:CT_hmc(0);
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/tncms/tracking/bannerad/clicks/?i=ros/rail-bottom2/e9388288-2b16-11e5-8adc-ef2ccfce022c&r=http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/locations.html

7/17/2015

From Th

e

e

How To Severely Reduce
Your Credit Card
Payments

NextAdvisor

Ever Googled Yourself?
This Site Reveals All,
Take a Look

Instant CheckMate
Subscription

Witness for the defense - The Herald Palladium : Local News

= Must See: Black Family Receives Letter From Neighbors:
‘You Don't Belong Here' (Essence)

This Guy Found a Trap
Door In His New
Apartment. What He...
ViralNova

Recommended by

. o
20 Hollywood Celebrities
with the Highest Net Worth
SheBudgets

Rules of Conduct

We encourage your feedback and dialog, all comments will be reviewed by our Web staff before appearing on the Web site. If a

comment you posted has not been published, it may not yet have been viewed by a Web editor, or it may have been rejected for
violating our Web comments policy. Comments that are derogatory, contain personal attacks or are offensive in nature will not be
approved. To read more about our Web comments policy, click here

Keep it Clean.

Please avoid obscene, vulgar,
lewd, racist or sexually-
oriented language.

Don't Threaten or Abuse.
Threats of harming another
person will not be tolerated.
AND PLEASE TURN OFF
CAPS LOCK.

Be Truthful.
Don't knowingly lie about
anyone or anything.

Be Nice.

No racism, sexism or any sort
of -ism that is degrading to
another person.

Be Proactive.

Use the 'Report' link on each
comment to let us know of
abusive posts.

Share with Us.

We'd love to hear eyewitness
accounts, the history behind
an article.

Welcome to the discussion.

Screen Name or Email

Password

Login

Forgot?

Need an account? Create one now.

Or, use your linked account:

facebook
google

yahoo

Sponsored Links by Taboola

New Sleep Aid Takes
CVS by Storm
Somnapure Sleep Aid
Supplement Subscription

Print comments

http://www .heraldpalladium.com/news/local/witness-for-the-defense/article_7e0Oeaebf-7fe5-58ea-8c42-d8cccf1ce070.html

4.06 0.19%
Russell 2K 1272.83
4+ 831 40657%
10 Yr
Treasury 2.352
Note EOD

UNCH 0.0

Active Markets
Last Updated: 9:45AM CDT
07/17/2015

want to

save
MONEYs

3/4


http://financial.townnews.com/detailed/?a=detailed&ticker=RUT
http://www.shebudgets.com/lifestyle/entertainment/20-hollywood-celebrities-with-the-highest-net-worth/17287?utm_source=taboola-networth&utm_medium=townnews-heraldpalladium&utm_term=shebudgets&utm_campaign=celebritynetworth
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/comments.html
javascript:void(0)
http://go.dedicatedoffers.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10047&trvx=585c1b80&site=%7Bsite%7D&thumbnail=%7Bthumbnail%7D&title=%7Btitle%7D&headline=4&image=30&campaign=TAB-BC-US-DT&adname=TAB-BC-US-DT-H4-I30&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/local/witness-for-the-defense/article_7e0eae6f-7fe5-58ea-8c42-d8cccf1ce070.html?mode=print-comments
http://www.nextadvisor.com/blog/2014/05/21/best-cards-balance-transfer-fees/?kw=tbla_desk_howto49v&site=townnews-heraldpalladium
http://www.viralnova.com/apartment-secret-dungeon-gallery/?mb=lmg&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=townnews-heraldpalladium%E2%80%8B&utm_campaign=149483
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/tncms/tracking/bannerad/clicks/?i=news/leaderboard-bottom1/5f04dc1a-2af8-11e5-8b9e-bfdcdde7ff1c&r=http://www.dchevy.com
https://heraldpalladium-dot-com.bloxcms.com/users/signup/?referer_url=%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fwitness-for-the-defense%2Farticle_7e0eae6f-7fe5-58ea-8c42-d8cccf1ce070.html#user-comment-area
http://www.nextadvisor.com/blog/2014/05/21/best-cards-balance-transfer-fees/?kw=tbla_desk_howto49v&site=townnews-heraldpalladium
http://www.peaklife.com/lg/10552/pid=200&aff_id=brumus_nsatcvsbs_WB_031015?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=townnews-heraldpalladium&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_horizontalx4_optimized:horizontalx4:
http://go.dedicatedoffers.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10047&trvx=585c1b80&site=%7Bsite%7D&thumbnail=%7Bthumbnail%7D&title=%7Btitle%7D&headline=4&image=30&campaign=TAB-BC-US-DT&adname=TAB-BC-US-DT-H4-I30&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/tncms/tracking/bannerad/clicks/?i=ros/rail-bottom2/e9388288-2b16-11e5-8adc-ef2ccfce022c&r=http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/locations.html
http://www.peaklife.com/lg/10552/pid=200&aff_id=brumus_nsatcvsbs_WB_031015?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://www.shebudgets.com/lifestyle/entertainment/20-hollywood-celebrities-with-the-highest-net-worth/17287?utm_source=taboola-networth&utm_medium=townnews-heraldpalladium&utm_term=shebudgets&utm_campaign=celebritynetworth
http://financial.townnews.com/detailed/?a=detailed&ticker=^TNX
http://www.essence.com/2015/05/25/must-see-black-family-receives-letter-neighbors-you-dont-belong-here?XID=OUTBRAIN_EE
http://financial.townnews.com/detailed/?a=screen
http://www.viralnova.com/apartment-secret-dungeon-gallery/?mb=lmg&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=townnews-heraldpalladium%E2%80%8B&utm_campaign=149483
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=townnews-heraldpalladium&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=ab_horizontalx4_optimized:horizontalx4:
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/tncms/tracking/bannerad/clicks/?i=ros/rail-bottom2/e9388288-2b16-11e5-8adc-ef2ccfce022c&r=http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/locations.html

711712015 Witness for the defense - The Herald Palladium : Local News
Sections Services Contact us Search
Home About Us TheHP.com
Local News Contact Us
Communities Advertise The Herald-Palladium Search
Features Subscription Services Phone number: 269-429-2400 Search in:
Opinion Submission Forms E- il: ts@TheHP -
Local Sports Site Index mail: eaccounts ehP.com v All Communities Photos
Obituaries Add Search Toolbar Address: 3450 Hollywood Road News Features Video
Photos Pay a bill St. Joseph, MI 49085 Sports Opinion
Videos
Online Features
Weather

© Copyright 2015, The Herald Palladium , St. Joseph, MI. Powered by BLOX Content Management System from TownNews.com. [Privacy Policy]

http://www .heraldpalladium.com/news/local/witness-for-the-defense/article_7e0Oeaebf-7fe5-58ea-8c42-d8cccf1ce070.html

444


http://www.heraldpalladium.com/multimedia/videos/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/opinion/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/tncms/tracking/bannerad/clicks/?i=news/leaderboard-bottom1/5f04dc1a-2af8-11e5-8b9e-bfdcdde7ff1c&r=http://www.dchevy.com
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/gallery/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/sports/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/advertise/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/communities/
https://heraldpalladium-dot-com.bloxcms.com/site/forms/subscription_services/paybill/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/forms/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/news/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/services/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/about.html
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/online_features/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/tncms/tracking/bannerad/clicks/?i=news/leaderboard-bottom1/5f04dc1a-2af8-11e5-8b9e-bfdcdde7ff1c&r=http://www.dchevy.com
javascript:window.external.AddSearchProvider('http://www.heraldpalladium.com/search/opensearch/generic.xml');
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/privacy.html
http://townnews.com/
http://bloxcms.com/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/contact.html
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/site/site_index/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/features/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/obituaries/
http://www.heraldpalladium.com/weather/
mailto:eaccounts@TheHP.com

